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WELCOME TO NINER NATION

Try these tips to get a handle on managing your upcoming higher education expenses.

Your investment in
higher education pays off.
Individuals with higher levels of education 
earn more and are more likely than others 
to be employed.

Median earnings1 of bachelor’s degree 

recipients working full time year-

round were $55,700, $21,900 more 

than median earnings of high school 

graduates.*

For young adults between the ages of 20 

and 24, the unemployment rate in the 

fourth quarter of 2009 for high school 

graduates was 2.6 times as high as that for 
college graduates.2
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When it comes to paying for school,               
you have options.

We want your 

finances to 

run smoothly, 

so you can 

focus on your 

academics.

underSTANDING
YOUR BILL

Preparing in advance for college expenses is one of the most
important financial projects that you will undertake. 

1. Apply for Financial Aid. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov 
beginning January 1st. Getting your application complete and submitted by March 1 will give you priority consideration for all 

sources of financial aid.  The FAFSA is the only application you need to submit.  In 2012, UNC Charlotte awarded more than 21,500 
students with Financial Aid. 

2. Monitor your charges. All charges for tuition, fees, housing, meal plans, and health insurance are charged to the student’s 
account, which is accessible online at 49erExpress.uncc.edu.  After logging in to 49er Express, our system enables you to 

monitor your account charges and view your eBill statements. (See details about the eBill inside.)

3. Consider Adding an Authorized User.  Will someone other than yourself 
(i.e., your parents) pay your bill? If so, then they will need your written 

permission to have access to your account. To add an Authorized User, log into 
49er Express, select “My Records”. In the yellow box at the top left, select “Make 
a Payment” and “Authorized Users” tab (at the top of the page). Authorized Users 
get notifications for balances due on your account.

4. Keep Up with Your eBill.   Each month, students with outstanding 
charges on their accounts (tuition, fees, meal plans etc.) receive an email 

that a new statement is available online via 49er Express. UNC Charlotte does 
not mail paper bills.  The university requires that account balances be paid in full 
PRIOR TO THE START OF CLASSES in order to avoid cancellation of courses at 
the beginning of the term. Paying in full means:

•	 Complete payment of tuition, fees, and charges.
•	 Payment of the difference of all charges LESS offered financial aid.
•	 Enrollment in a UNC Charlotte Payment Plan that will cover the total 

balance.  

5. Take Advantage of our Payment Plan.  UNC Charlotte offers a payment 
plan each term, to spread your charges out into three smaller payments 

throughout the semester. Billing payments can be made by cash, check, or by 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or American Express).  There is a $55 fee to enroll 
in a payment plan.

6. Be aware of the timing of Financial Aid payments.   At the time when 
you register for classes, charges for tuition and fees are incurred.  When 

you sign up for housing or meal plans, these charges will be added to your bill.  If 
you have accepted Financial Aid, it will be applied 7 days prior to the first day of 
class.  If the amount of financial aid disbursed is greater than your charges, then 
you will see a negative balance on your account.  This means a refund will be paid 
to the student.  Refunds are processed on the first day of class at the earliest.  
Students may use this refund check to purchase books or for other expenses. If 
there is a balance due after financial aid is applied, that balance must either be 
paid in full or you will need to enroll in a payment plan by the first day of classes.

We understand. We’re here to help you plan ahead.Did you know... In 2012, UNC Charlotte awarded more than 21,500 students with Financial Aid. 

Don’t worry.  We’re here to help.  
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